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Re: Protection of the Riverstone Wetlands 

 

The Riverstone Wetlands are the only flood-free refuge for local and international migratory wildlife 
in the Cumberland region.  The State Government now proposes to approve the destruction of this 
unique wetland to allow the extension of the Marsden Park North residential development as part of 
the North-West Growth Centre.  Furthermore, the State Government now plans to allow the 
proponents to trade these unique wetlands for a ‘new wetland’ to be constructed in a nearby 
floodplain!  
 
The plight of the Riverstone Wetlands highlights the failure of biodiversity protection in NSW.  
Thanks to the efforts of local organisations, such as the Cumberland Conservation Network, these 
wetlands are recognised as unique treasures to be protected for future generations.  However, in 
the words of a senior State Planning officer, ‘the State Government owes it to the proponents to 
allow them to make a profit on their investment’.    
 
This situation is bizarre.  Does the State Government plan to trash the remaining biodiversity of the 
Cumberland Plain in return for the short-term financial gain of developers?  Our children and 
grandchildren will condemn us if this planning failure is allowed to occur.   
 
The Cumberland Conservation Network has worked tirelessly to attract partners to invest in long-
term opportunities to develop and manage Riverstone Wetlands for the natural, cultural, 
educational and economic benefit of Blacktown and the wider community.  Surely, the preservation 
and development of this unique wetland will benefit the residents of the North-West Growth Centre 
and beyond.  
 
Many voters within the Cumberland region are alarmed at the failure of the NSW State Government 
to protect environmental remnants such as the Riverstone Wetlands from the rapacious demands of 
developers.  These voters will register their alarm at the ballot box. 
 
The community volunteers of Barragal Landcare Group call on the NSW State Government to reverse 
their planning decision to allow the Riverstone Wetlands to be bulldozed and trade this unique 
treasure for an artificial wetland to be constructed on a nearby floodplain. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Roger Giles 


